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Former  Niger  witch  doctor  accepts  Jesus 

KWAARA  TAJ  I,  (BP)  know  her/' 

—  The  men  dance  in  the  fire-  Womble  recalled.  K  ,  ^"'gpr  \  ^  SSL. 

light.  Their  writhing  bodies  "Then  one  day  in  ■  y;  ;  ’’  -y-y-  */-T  i 
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The  old  witch  doctor  smiles,  wrong. 
Tonight  the  seekers  got  the  ad-  showed  me 
vice  they  wanted.  Perhaps  she  Holy  Spirit 
will  actually  get  paid. 

"Before  I  came  to  know 
Christ,  I  sold  charms  and  potions 
and  curses,"  Jima  recalled,  sitting 
on  a  mat  in  front  of  her  round 
thatched  hut  in  Kwaara  Taji,  a 
village  on  the 
Niamey,  capital  < 

African  country** 

"I  prayed  to 


questions  This 

would  allow  the  devil  to  bring  touched  me  very  SET  FREE  —  "I  never  had  peace  in  my  heart,*  says  Jima,  a  former  wit< 

his  power  into  the  things  I  was  much.  I  wasn't  made  her  living  selling  charms,  potions,  and  curses  until  Sally  Womfc 

making  and  selling.  It  is  Satan  able  to  sleep.  Baptist  International  Mission  Board  missionary  in  Niger,  shared  the 
who  gives  power  to  the  fetish."  "When  they  God's  love  with  her.  Jima  opened  her  heart  to  Christ  and  asked  Sally  to 
Her  witch  doctor's  life  was  came  back,  I  tola  instruments  she  used  in  her  rituals.  (BP  photo  by  Roy  M.  Burroughs) 

hard,  Jima  said.  them  I  had  no - - 

Sally  Womble,  a  Southern  questions.  I  knew  in  my  heart  in  my  heart  with  life  and  I  will  ence  for  the  chur 
Baptist  International  Mission  what  she  was  saying  was  true.  I  get  to  go  to  heaven  to  be  with  the  responsibility 
Board  missionary  who  minis-  decided  to  ask  Jesus  into  my  Jesus  when  I  die."  her  needs  as  a  wic 

ters  through  the  Bafuney  Taji  heart  as  Savior."  Turning  her  back  on  the  recalled. 

Windo  (House  of  New  Life)  "Since  I  came  to  know  Jesus,  fetish,  however,  complicated  The  church  ga 
community  center  in  Kwaara  I  know  forgiveness  and  eternal  Jima's  life  in  several  ways.  kerosene,  which 

Taji,  was  aware  of  Jima  but  had  life.  That's  not  possible  in  the  For  one  thing,  evil  spirits  lantern  fuel, 
not  approached  her.  fetish,"  Jima  said.  "My  life  would  return  to  her  house  to  With  the  profi 

"I  had  greeted  her  when  I  before  was  very  sad.  Now  it  is  torment  her,  she  said.  She  more  kerosene,  « 
passed  her  house,  but  I  didn't  very  happy.  Now  I  am  content  learned  the  power  of  prayer  as  ness  now  prov 


What's  in  the 
Record 


Miss.  Actaftns  chosen 


University  announces  it  will  open  toe  Southern  Ba] 


Convention's  first  university-based  divinity  school.  The  new  school, 
will  offer  toe  Master  of  Divinity  Degree,  has  been  endowed  by  an  anon 
donor,  according  to  Sarpford  President  Thomas  E  Corts. 


Reach  in; 


Romania 


Wallerville  Church,  New  Albany,  bums  a  note  after  being  in  a  new 
church  plant  only  one  year.  Church  members  give  $55,000  to  make  their 
church  debt  free,  and  plans  are  being  formulated  for  additional  education 
space.  H.  Bryan  Able  is  pastor. 


Garaywa 


mony  set 


W.  A.  Criswell,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Dallas,  visits  the  Baptist 
Building  in  Jackson,  where  he  signs  up  to  be  a  speaker  for  toe  State 
Evangelistic  meeting  in  1949,  according  to  D.  A.  McCall,  director  of 
Evangelism  for  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board. 


Food  ministgcnourishing 


Rattling  a  few  nerves 


f  I  fie  statistics  are  nothing  short  of  stag-  be  done.  For  starters,  there 

■  gering.  Of  the  811  people  killed  in  is  a  bill  before  f  the 

JL  Mississippi  automobile  accidents  in  Mississippi  Legislature  cur- 

19%,  more  than  40%  of  the  deaths  were  rently  in  session  in  Jackson 

attributed  to  alcohol,  according  to  that  will  lower  the  Blood 

Washington,  D.C.-based  Advocates  for  Alcohol  Content  (BAC) 
Highway  and  Auto  Safety.  level  for  a  DUI  charge  from 

The  Mississippi  Baptist  Christian  Action  .1  to  .08  BAC. 

Commission  (CAC)  recently  reported  that  To  reach  that  BAC  level, 
almost  27,000  Driving  Under  the  Influence  a  150- pound  person  need 
(DUI)  arrests  are  made  in  a  typical  year  in  only  consume  five  beers  or 
Mississippi,  resulting  in  convictions  and  four  ounces  of  powerful  80- 
fines  exceeding  $7.3  million.  proof  liquor  m  one  hour. 

The  state's  law  enforcement  offi-  Drunk  drivers  routinely 

■  rials  readily  attest  that  drunk  dri-  have  two  to  three  times  that 
ving  is  a  social  cancer  affecting 
every  race,  gender,  and  income 
group,  from  a  Mississippi  Supreme 
Court  justice  alleged  to  have  been 


Editor's 

Notebook 


THINK  when 
you  drink 


Teach  your  son 
to  say  when. . . 


Know  when 
to  say  when 


Drink  wisely 


level  of  alcohol  in  their 
bloodstream. 

The  National  Highway 

I  ,  „  Traffic  Safety  Administration 

driving  drunk  to  a  state  legislator  estimates  that  if  all  states 
convicted  of  DUI  to  your  next-door  adopted  .08  BAC  legislation, 
neighbor  who  gets  in  the  family  car  hundreds  of  alcohol-related 
ana  drives  drunk  every  day.  traffic  fatalities  could  be  pre- 

The  problem  has  become  so  per-  vented  earn  year, 
vasive  mat  many  Mississippi  metro-  "With  «ach  .02  increase 
politan  areas  have  been  forced  to  in  a  driver's  BAC  (from  .08 
dedicate  entire  police  units  to  patrol  to  .1  BAC,  for  example),  the 
for  drunk  drivers.  Those  units  are  risk  of  being  involved  in  a 
“•  some  of  the  busiest  on  the  force;  they  fatal  crash  doubles,"  said 

h  usually  don't  have  to  look  very  far.  Jon  Gerson,  director  of  state 

There  are  precious  few  affairs  for  Advocates  for 
Mississippians  who  have  not  been  Highway  and  Auto  Safety, 
adversely  affected  in  some  way  as  a  It  seems  as  if  .08  BAC  i 
result  of  drunk  driving  —  death  of  a  family  standard,  given  that  fifteen  state  legisla- 
provider,  life-changing  injury,  unrecoverable  tures  have  already  seen  fit  to  declare  .08 
property  loss,  or  all  of  the  above  and  more.  BAC  as  the  legal  level  for  DUI.  Right? 

A  little  over  two  weeks  ago,  the  five-  Wrong,  if  you  live  in  Mississippi, 

year-old  son  of  a  New  Orleans  Seminaiy  "The  Mississippi  Legislature  nas  consis- 

doctoral  student  was  killed  and  his  wife  tently  refused  to  lower  the  state's  BAC 
critically  injured  by  an  alleged  drunk  dri-  legal  limit  from  .1  to  .08,  because  of  pres- 
ver  who  has  been  charged  with  vehicular  sure  from  the  alcohol  industry,"  said  Paul 
homicide,  Driving  While  Intoxicated  Jones,  CAC  executive  director. 

(DWI),  driving  with  no  insurance,  speed-  "As  in  most  states,  alcohol  remains  the 
ing^Hd  reckless  driving.  single  largest  factor  in  traffic  fatalities  in 

That's  an  every-weekend  occurrence  Mississippi,"  Gerson  pointed  out. 
across  Mississippi,  so  much  so  that  it's  no  It's  hard  to  believe  any  lawmaker  could 
longer  newsworthy.  oppose  this  standard,  yet  .08  BAC  legisla- 

Something  must  be  done.  Something  can  tion  has  failed  in  the  legislature  for  several 


Alcohol  is  "part 
of  the  good  life" 


rW*/i  OF  ALL  FATAL  ACtfIDENTf  ARE  ALCOHOL* 
INVOLVED.  THE  SOCIAL  DRINKER,  NOT  THE  DRUNK,  tt 
THE  BtG6E5T  PROBLEM  ONOUR  STREETS  AND  HI6H* 
WAV5.  HI5  DEIVIN6  ABILITY  IS  DEFINITELY  IMPAIRED. 
_  —  TW/VAT/WjU  SA/¥7y(WK!/L 
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J recently  received  an  invi¬ 
tation,  which  I  was  unable 
to  accept,  to  a  conference  on  the 
restoration  of  the  basic  Judeo- 
Christian  morality.  I  am,  how¬ 
ever,  vitally  interested  in  that 
restoration. 

I  would  like  to  share  what  I 
would  have  said  had  I  gone  to 
that  Washington  conference. 

In  Hosea  13:16,  God  judges 
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A  cry  for  America 
moral  rebirth 
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Meehan  Church,  Meridian 
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Bills  remain  alive  after  first  legislative  deadline 

is  an  Means  Committee  and  must  industry  to  delete  the  lowerini 
be  passed  by  the  full  House  by  of  the  percentage  for  adul 
mianighfcFebruary  25.  intoxication.  This  bill  needs  t< 

a .HB  1319  and  HB  1695  also  be  changed  back  to  its  origina 
provide  sales  tax  exemption  to  form  and  then  passed  to  pro 
churches.  ,vi  ..  tect  the  citizens  of  the  state.  Th 

HBo'1695  phases  in  the  changes  made  by  the  commit 


By  Baul  G.  Jones  II,  Ex.  Dir.  state  need  for  this  and 
Christian  Action  Commission  example  of  special  interest,  leg-  -il 

islation.  All  this  would  do  is  -; 

February  13,  was  a  major  create  one  additional  point  of 
deadline  for  the  1998  legislative  alcohol  sale.  "V  -  .  .  .  • 

session.  All  general  bills  and  HB  1145  and  SB  2649  raise  the 
constitutional  amendments  legal  alcohol  content  of  beer  and 
had  to  pass  the  chamber  in  lignt  wine  in  the  state  frpm  four  •< 
which  tney  were  originally  percent  to  five  percent  alcohol 
introduced  by  midnight  or  "die  by  weight  —  a  25%  increase, 
on  calendar.'  These  bills  need  to  be  opposed. 

The  following  bills  remain  SB  2826  creates  brewpubs 
alive  in  the  1998  Legislature:  and  is  primarily  special  inter¬ 

est  legislation  for  casinos. 

ADOPTION  This  bill  needs  to  be  opposed 

HB  173  and  SB  2126  provide  by  all  who  believe  that  an 
income  tax  credit  for  legal  child  intoxicated  person  does  not 
adoption  and/or  child  adop-  need  to  be  gambling, 
tion  expenses. 

CHILDREN 

ALCOHOL  HB  834  creates  a  statewide  DRUNK  DRIVING 

HB  557  and  SB  2486  allow  Teen  Pregnancy  Task  Force.  HB  990  will  lower  the  blood 
the  Alcohol  Beverage  Control  This  could  bring  together  per-  alcohol  content  (BAC)  required 
Division  (ABC)  to  continue  to  sons  from  across  the  state  to  for  legal  intoxication  from  .10 
enforce  beer  and  light  wine  work  to  lower  the  teenage  to  .08  and  declare  "zero  toler- 
laws  in  local  areas  when  local  pregnancy  rate  and  could  help  ance"  for  persons  under  21. 
law  enforcement  will  not  do  so.  identify  contributing  factors.  This  is  mandated  by  federal 
These  are  good  bills  and  need  highway  guidelines,  and  the 

support.  CHURCHES  state  will  lose  five  percent  of 

HB  986  revises  the  definition  HB  82  provides  sales  tax  federal  matching  highway 
of  a  "qualified  resort  area"  to  exemption  to  churches  for  the  monies  if  state  law  does  not 
include  Lake  Slip  Away  purchase  of  tangible  personal  conform. 

Dragstrip  and  Resort  in  Leake  property  or  services.  This  bill  The  bill  was  amended  under 
County.  There  is  no  compelling  is  in  the  House  Ways  and  pressure  from  the  alcohol 


Ko*nn8*f. 


Unless  otherwise  noted,  the 
next  deadline  for  most  bills  is 
March  3,  which  is  the  deadline 
for  action  on  bills  and  constitu¬ 
tional  amendments  originating 
in  the  other  chamber. 

Persons  wishing  to  contact 
their  legislators  may  do  so  by 
calling  (601)  359-3770,  or  writ¬ 
ing  to  P.O.  Box  1018,  Jackson, 
MS  39205-0180. 

For  more  information,  con¬ 
tact  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Christian  Action  Commission 
at  (601)  968-3800  or  toll-free 
outside  Jackson  (800)  748-1651. 
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Mississippians  bring  home  Acteen  honors 
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BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  (BP  and  tically  and  socially.  need  to  know  Jesus,"  he  said, 

local  reports)  —  A  pair  of  In  addition  to  their  applica-  "What  really  stands  out  about 
Mississippians  are  among  the  tions  and  written  testimonies,  Chrissy  is  that  her  strong  leader- 
Acteens  from  16  states  tapped  by  candidates  had  to  be  recom-  ship  qualities  don't  stem  from  a 
Woman's  Missionary  Union  mended  by  their  pastor  and  desire  for  recognition.  She  has  a 
(WMU)  to  serve  on  the  1998  Acteens  leader.  lot  of  humility  about  what  she 

National  Acteens  Panel  and  as  "I  am  thrilled  with  our  1998  does,"  May  pointed  out. 

1998  Top  Teens.  National  Acteens  Panelists  and  Brian  Ivey,  pastor  of 

The  28  teenagers  were  select-  Top  Teens,"  said  Sarah  Groves,  Highland  Church  in  Vicksburg, 
ed  from  nearly  100  Acteens  youth  consultant  for  WMU.  said  Richardson  has  always  dis¬ 
members  nationwide  who  They  represent,  not  only  a  played  a  serious  commitment  to 
applied  to  serve  on  the  national  strong  commitment  to  Acteens  sharing  the  good  news  of  Jesus, 
panel.  Acteens  is  the  missions  and  missions,  but  they  are  also  "She  is  very  involved  in 
organization  sponsored  by  top  Christian  leaders  in  their  church  activities,  and  is  very 
Woman's  Missionary  Union  for  churches,  communities,  and  missions-minded. 
girls  in  grades  seven  through  12.  schools.  "She  has  been  on  several 

Selected  to  serve  on  the  eight-  "When  we  look  at  their  lives,  mission  trips  through  Acteens 
member  1998  National  Acteens  we  see  God  at  work  in  and  Activators.  As  a  matter  of  fact. 

Panel  are  Chrissy  Fortenberry,  through  them  and  we  know  i  ,  %  *; - 

First  Church,  Brandon;  Autumn  they  offer  bright  hope  for  the  II  -Jot  foRTENSERf 


Parents  .  ^ 

It’rrv  f-  Anita  Fortenberry  /Wj* 

Member 

First  Church,  Brandon  pp* 

Youth  Choir 

Soloist  I  m 

Youth  Leadership  Team  *gp@| 

Bible  Drill  (9  years) 

V^ation  Bible  School  worker 
Girls  in  Action  -  6  badges 
Acteens 

Acteen  counselor-in-training 
Studiact  series 
Backyard  Bible  Clubs 
Gateway  Rescue  Mission 
Baptist  Children's  Village 

Senior 

Brandon  High  School 

Beta  Club 

First  Priority  Bible  Club  - 
Students  Against  Drunk  Driving 
Future  Business  Leaders 
Choir  /Ensembles 
Soccer  team  manager 


Key  Club  (2  years] 
Honor  Society 
junior  Leadership 
School  Play 
Band  (3  years) 
Varsity  Soccer 
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Mississippi  Baptists  answer  call  to  Romania 


Doctrine 
study  to  be 
previewed 


Preview  of  the  1998 
Doctrine  Study  "Thine  Is  the 
Kingdom:  The  Reign  of  God  in 
Today's  World"  will  be  pre¬ 
sented  at  William  Carey 
College,  March  9;  Mississippi 
College,  March  10;  and  Blue 
Mountain  College,  March  12. 
All  three  studies  are  9  a.m.  till 
noon  with  lunch  at  noon. 
Registration  and  fellowship 
will  begin  at  8:30  a.m.  The 
study  will  be  led  by  Gene 
Mims,  author  of  the  study 
book,  and  vice  president  for 
Church  Growth  Group, 
Sunday  School  Board, 
Nashville,  Tenn.  Registration 
indicating  location  and  check 
of  $5  made  payable  to 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board  should  be  sent  to  Don 
Hicks,  P.  O.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
MS  39205-0530.  For  more 
information,  call  Hicks  at  (601 ) 
968-3800  or  (800)  748-1651 . 


By  Carl  M.  White 

Associate  Editor _ 

Wayne  and  Tommie  Ball  of  Brandon 
were  finishing  the  12- week  study 
"Experiencing  God"  when  a  former  pastor 
now  living  in  Kentucky  called,  asking  if 
they  would  go  with  him  on  a  mission  trip 
to  Romania. 

The  summer  of  1998  will  mark  the  fifth 
trip  the  Balls  have  made  to  the  former 
Eastern-Bloc  country,  and  Wayne  is  serving 
as  chairman  of  the  board  for  a  missions 
organization  called  Romanian  American 
Missions  (RAM). 

Founded  18  months  ago  by  Robert 
Jackson,  a  Kentucky  pastor  and  how  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  fledgling  organization,  RAM  is 
aggressively  seeking  to  help  evangelize 
Romania,  a  country  similar  in  size  to  the 
state  of  Oregon  with  a  population  of  23 
million  people. 

According  to  Jackson,  RAM  is  now 
underwriting  the  salaries  of  the  entire  pro¬ 
fessional  staff  of  the  Romania  Baptist 
Union.  'The  Union  had  a  $68,000  annual 
budget,  but  was  only  receiving  $20,000- 
$23,000  from  the  churches. 

"They  were  borrowing  money  to  stay 
afloat,"  Jackson  said  Jan.  30  at  the  second 
annual  RAM  banquet  at  First  Church, 
Brandon. 

RAM  is  feeding  and  clothing  80  students 
and  their  families  at  the  Baptist  School  in 
Bucharest;  has  built  five  churches  and 
helped  with  three  others;  started  the  Good 
Samaritan  Center  for  homeless  children  in 
Bucharest;  maintains  a  business  office  in 
Frankfort,  Ky.  and  in  Romania;  and  sent  87 
persons  on  a  mission  trip  this  past  summer. 

"I  am  a  Christian  today  Decause  of  a 
faithful  Christian  from  the  United  States 
who  listened  to  God's  call  and  in  a  large 


evangelistic  meeting  in  Bucharest  preached 
the  Gospel  and  answered  my  questions," 
said  Cristi  Chivou. 

Chivou;  a  student  at  Southern  Seminary 
in  Lotiisville,  is  the  coordinating  secretary 
for  the  RAM  office  in  Frankfort. 

"In)199Q;<l  was  not  a  Christian.  I  did  not 
know  who' God  was.  I  was  going  through 
the  Orthodox  churches  asking,  vVho  are 
the  people  painted  on  the  walls?'  I  didn't 
know  what  to  believe,  but  I  was  looking  for 
answers,"  Chivou  said. 

There  have  been  a  lot  of  changes  in 
Romania  since  the  collapse  of  commu¬ 
nism  in  1989,  Chivou  pointed  out. 
"There  was  a 
time  when  you 
could  read  on 
the  faces  of 
Romanians 
only  sadness, 
and  among  the 
people, 

Christians  suf¬ 
fered  the  most. 

"The  Com¬ 
munists  saw 
Christians  as 
their  biggest 
enemy.  They 
were  afraid  of 
believers 
because  they 
knew  believers 
could  not  be 
controlled. 

"They  never  ANSWERING  THE  CALL 
realized  they  from  left)  Jan.  30  at  First  Chi 
were  fighting  wife  of  Cristi  Chivou,  Co 
against  God,  Chivou;  Gene  Henderson 
Cnivou  said.  Jackson,  president  of  RAM, 

"In  Decern-  Board  of  RAM,  Brandon;  G 
ber  1989,  God  and  native  of  Romania.  (Phi 


said,  'Enough  is  enough.'  A  miracle  hap¬ 
pened  in  Romania  that  day  —  freedom 
came. 

"The  time  of  sadness  is  gone,  but  the 
spiritual  void  left  by  the  communists  is  so 
great. 

"The  time  of  sadness  is  past,  but  it  is 
very  hard  to  look  ahead.  Tne  church  (in 
Romania)  is  struggling  to  find  its  way,"  he 
added. 

RAM  is  planning  two  mission  trips  to 
Romania  in  June  and  July  of  this  year.  For 
more  information,  contact  Wayne  Ball  at 
1401  Cassandra  Place,  Brandon,  MS  39042. 
Telephone  (601)  825-3365  or  (601)  825-7011. 


ANSWERING  THE  CALL  —  Attending  the  second  annual  RAM  banquet 
from  left)  Jan.  30  at  First  Church,  Brandon,  were  (from  left)  Simona  Chivou, 
wife  of  Cristi  Chivou,  Coordinating  secretary  for  RAM  in  Bucharest; 
Chivou;  Gene  Henderson,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Brandon;  Robert 
Jackson,  president  of  RAM,  Frankfort,  Ky.;  Wayne  Ball,  chairman  of  the 
Board  of  RAM,  Brandon;  Gabriela  Poenar,  student  at  Mississippi  College 
and  native  of  Romania.  (Photo  by  Carl  M.  White) 


Southern  Baptists  among  top  religious  broadcasters 


WASHINGTON  (ABP)  — 
Southern  Baptists  know  Adrian 
Rogers  and  Charles  Stanley  as 
former  presidents  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
(SBC),  but  members  of  the 


ERLC  set  to  begin  radio  show 
with  faith,  family  on  agenda 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  The  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
(SBC)  Ethics  &  Religious  Liberty  Commission  (ERLC)  will  be 
closer  to  Southern  Baptists'  hometowns  within  a  few  days  — 
within  arm's  reach  cm  their  radio  dial. 

The  SBC's  agency  for  moral  and  public  policy  concerns 
launches  a  national  radio  program  Feb.  16  drat  will  enable  mil¬ 
lions  of  Southern  Baptists  and  others  to  tune  in  and  participate  in 
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National  Religious  Broadcasters 
(NRB)  primarily  know  both 
men  as  two  of  die  nation's  most 
successful  broadcast  preachers. 

Outside  the  SBC,  media  per¬ 
sonalities  like  Rogers  and 
Stanley  bring  more  recognition 
to  Baptists  than  the  denomina¬ 
tion  brings  to  them.  Both  have 
been  keynote  speakers  at  recent 
NRB  annual  conventions. 

That's  significant  exposure 
for  Southern  Baptists,  but  it's 
only  the  tip  of  the  growing 
influence  the  SBC  appears  to  be 
having  inside  NRB,  tne  nation's 
professional  organization  for 
Christian  radio  and  television. 

Longtime  participants  and 
observers  of  the  NRB  agree 
that  the  Southern  Baptist  pro¬ 
file  is  on  the  rise  within  the 
organization,  which  in  (he  past 
has  been  dominated  by  non- 
denominational  or  loosely 
denominational  figures. 

The  program  at  this  year's 
NRB  convention,  held  Jan.  31- 
Feb.  3  in  Washington,  featured 
no  less  than  nine  Southern 
Baptists  in  prominent  roles, 
starting  with  Stanley  as 
keynote  speaker  for  the  open¬ 
ing  session  and  ending  witn  an 
anniversary  banquet  sponsored 
in  part  by  the  SBC's  Ethics  and 
Religious  Liberty  Commission. 

Other  Southern  Baptists  on 
the  program  included  Bob 
Recconi,  president  of  the  SBC's 


North  American  Mission  Board 
(NAMB);  Jack  Graham,  pastor  of 
Prestonwood  Church  in  Dallas; 
Mike  Huckabee,  a  former  Baptist 
pastor  who  now  is  governor  of 
Arkansas;  Ron  Phillips,  pastor  of 
Central  Church  in  Hixon,  Term.; 
Texas  humorist  Dennis 
Swanbere;  Robert  Jeffress,  pastor 
of  First  Church  of  Wichita  Falls, 
Texas;  and  Richard  Land,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  SBC  Ethics  & 
Religious  Liberty  Commission. 

Presiding  over  much  of  the 
meeting  was  another  Southern 
Baptist,  David  Clark,  a  member 
of  Prestonwood  Church  in 
Dallas  and  director  of  NAMB's 
media  and  technology  unit  in 
Fort  Worth,  Texas. 

Clark  is  thought  to  be  the 
first  Southern  Baptist  to  serve 
as  NRB  chairman.  This  is  his 
second  time  in  the  office. 

He's  joined  on  the  NRB 
board  of  directors  by  at  least 
nine  other  Southern  Baptists, 
including  Stanley  and  Paul 
Pressler,  the  retired  Texas 
appeals  court  judge  who  mas¬ 
terminded  conservatives'  cap¬ 
ture  of  the  SBC. 

Clark,  who  left  a  post  as 
head  of  the  KMA  Companies,  a 
media  consulting  and  fund¬ 
raising  firm,  to  go  to  work  for 
NAMB  in  June,  agrees  Southern 
Baptists  are  gaining  an  increas- 
ingprofile  within  NRB. 

On  top  of  that.  Southern 


Baptists  have  "the  best  preach¬ 
ers"  in  America,  and  therefore 
have  much  to  offer  both  NRB 
and  the  nation's  Viewers  of  reli- 
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"there's  an  understanding  that 
there's  an  openness  in  the  SBC 
that  hasn't  been  there  before." 

Part  of  that  openness  is 
explained  by  the  growing 
awareness  among  Southern 
Baptist  pastors  ana  denomina¬ 
tional  officials  that  broadcast 
media  is  an  essential  gart  of 
taking  the  gospel  to  the  mod¬ 
em  culture,  ne  added. 

Broadcast  media  is  one 
excellent  way  to  make  such  a 
contact,  he  said.  And  while 
new  creative  religious  pro¬ 
gramming  is  one  key,  the 
impact  of  Diblical  preaching  on 
radio  and  television  never  will 
fade,  Clark  said. 

While  the  SBC  as  a  denomi¬ 
nation  has  been  in  the  broad¬ 
casting  business  for  decades, 
last  year's  denominational  re¬ 
structuring  has  brought  media 
to  an  even  higher  profile. 

Media  technology  is  a  major 
component  of  the  new  NAMB, 
which  assumed  the  old  Radio 
and  Television  Commission 
and  is  merging  its  work  direct¬ 
ly  with  home  missions  efforts. 

( See  article  at  left  for  newest 
SBC  broadcast  entry.) 
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Garaywa  groundbreaking  set  for  March  5 


Groundbreaking  ceremonies  Place  in  honor  of  longtime  of  Mississippi  College  in  Clinton, 
tor  the  new  adult  lodge  at  Mississippi  Woman's  Mission-  ns  ♦  Idfcfarjean  Patterson, 
CampQwywa  in  Clinton  will  ary  Union  (WMU)  executive  Mississippi  WMU  executive 
be  held  at  11  a.m.  on  March  5.  director  Marjean  Patterson,  is  director- 
The  lodge,  named  Patterson  designed  to  meet  the  needs  of  ♦  David  Michel,  MBCB 

■  the  growing  number  of  adult  stewardship  director. 

seminars  and  t  conferences  ♦  DellScoper  of  Laurel,  chair 

being  held  at  the  state  Girls  in  of  the:  WMU  Building 
Action  campground.  Development  Committee. 

Among  the  program  person-  ♦  Joan  Tyler  of  Collins,  chair 
alities  scheduled  to  speak  at  the  of  the  lodge  finance  campaign, 
groundbreaking  are:  A  complimentary  light  lunch 

♦  Rosemary  Aultman,  will  be  served  following  die 
mayor  of  Clinton.  groundbreaking.  Lunch  reserva- 

♦  Bill  Causey,  executive  tions  are  required.  For  more 
director  of  the  Mississippi  information  and  to  make  reserva- 
Baptist  Convention  Board  tions,  contact  Mississippi  WMU 
(MBCB).  at  (601)  968-3800  or  toll-free  out- 

♦  Howell  W.  Todd,  president  side  Jackson  (800)  748-1651. 


Churches 

scammed 


Churches  and  individuals 
should  be  alert  to  a  growing 
telephone  scam  in  which  per¬ 
sons  identifying  themselves  as 
telephone  company  employ¬ 
ees  request  that  a  call  recipient 
dial  a  test  code,  "9-0-#  (nine, 
zero,  pound  sign)."  Doing  so 
allows  the  scam  artist  to  make 
third-party  telephone  calls  any¬ 
where  in  the  world  on  the 
church's  or  individual's  bill. 
For  more  information  on  this 
scam,  see  next  week's  issue  of 
The  Baptist  Record. 


SBC  Executive  Committee. 

For  the  month  of  January  1998,  a  total  of  $16,970,404  in  CP 
gifts  was  received,  compared  to  the  same  month  in  1997  of 
$14,075,108,  an  increase  of  $2,895,296  or  20.57%. 

For  the  first  four  months  of  the  SBC  fiscal  year,  October  through 
January,  CP  receipts  total  $52,534,658  compared  to  the  same  time 
period  last  year  of  $51,529,813,  an  increase  of  $1,004,844  or  1.95%. 

Designated  gifts  continued  to  increase  as  well.  For  January,  a 
total  of  £21,412,350  was  received  compared  to  January  1997  of 
$19,798348,  an  increase  of  8.15%  or  $1,614,001.  For  the  four 
month  period,  the  total  is  $29,120,010  compared  to  $26,697,192, 
an  increase  of  $2,422,818  or  9.08%  in  designated  gifts. 

For  the  SBC's  Cooperative  Program  Allocation  Budget,  the 
January  CP  total  was  a  whopping  $4,621,648  more  than  the 
monthly  required  total  of  $12,348,756,  or  37.43%.  For  the  year-to- 
date  in  the  fiscal  year,  the  total  is  $52,534,658,  an  increase  of 
$3,139,632  over  the  budget  requirement  or  6.36%. 


million  going  directly  into  a  challenge  portion  supporting  state 
and  local  missions  and  Christian  higher  education. 

Mississippi  CP  giving  in  1997  also  maintained  a  string  of 
record-settmgCP  years  in  the  state  dating  back  nearly  a  decaae. 

January  1998  giving,  though  less  than  that  given  m  January  of 
1997  by  $630,950,  is  $162,816,  or  7.65%  ahead  of  the  pro  rata  bud¬ 
get  of  $2,128384  per  month. 

The  pro  rata  budget  takes  the  total  CP  budget  of  $25346,608 
and  figures  monthly  requirements. 

The  Mississippi  Cooperative  Program  helps  fund  such  pro¬ 
jects  as  the  state  marriage  enrichment  retreat  in  Jackson,  Feb. 
20-21;  the  youth  Bible  study  forum  in  Gulfport,  Feb.  28;  and 
Baptist  doctrine  study  previews  on  Baptist  college  campuses 
in  early  March. 


NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP)  —  In  a  report  from  the  retail 
The  number  of  opportunities  group,  trustees  learned  of  two 
God  places  before  tne  Sunday  recently  acquired  Christian 
School  Board  "sometimes  stores  in  Toledo,  Ohio,  bringing 
makes  me  feel  like  a  skier  flee-  to  74  the  total  number  of  retail 
ing  down  a  mountain  at  break-  locations, 
neck  speed.  Just  ahead  of  an  Construction  is  in  progress 
avalanche,"  President  James  T.  on  five  facilities  to  expand. 
Draper  Jr.  told  the  agency's  relocate  or  establish  new  stores, 
trustees  during  their  semiannu-  -This  year.  Baptist  Book 
al  meeting  Feb.  9-11.  Stores  launched  a  Ministers 

In  areas  related  to  the  Discount  Plan  which  now  has 
church  growth  group,  trustees  6,000  participants  and  has  been 
heard  reports  on  a  new  initia-  extended  to  furloughing  mis- 
tive,  FAITH  evangelism  strate-  sionaries. 
gy  through  the  Sunday  School;  In  other  matters,  trustees 
the  success  of  tne  1997  approved: 

Vacation  Bible  School,  with  6.2  ♦  a  recommendation  that, 

million  pieces  of  materials  dis-  for  budgeting  purposes,  the 
tributecf;  work  in  progress  to  average  price  increase  of  2.5% 
develop  Bible  study  curricu-  be  used  for  church  literature 
lum  for  the  next  millennium;  and  magazines  for  1998-99, 
explorations  leading  toward  effective  with  the  spring 
spiritual  transformation  as  an  (March-April-May)  1999  issues, 
element  in  all  the  resources  the  Rather  than  implementing 
board  provides;  a  new  voca-  across-the-board  increases, 
tional  guidance  resource,  each  product  is  evaluated 
"God's  Call,"  and  the  goal  to  annually  for  price  and  manu- 
collect  the  names  of  10,000  facturing  cost, 
people  who  have  felt  God's  Information  by  title  will  be 
call  in  their  lives;  and  coopera-  provided  at  the  September  1998 
tive  efforts  with  the  North  trustees  meeting. 

American  Mission  Board  and  ♦  a  recommendation  to 
International  Mission  Board  in  increase  conference  center  rates 
the  areas  of  evangelism,  by  4%  for  Oct.  1,  2000  through 
church  planting,  and  church  Sept.  30, 2001. 
development.  This  projection  of  rates  will 


enable  meeting  planners  to  Gideons  International, 

schedule  conferences  at  least  Nashville,  and  secretary,  Roy 
two  years  in  advance.  Mason,  senior  pastor  of  Derita 

Elected  as  trustee  officers  Church,  Charlotte,  N.C.  Kent 
were:  chairman,  Ken  Workman,  pastor  of  New  Work 

Speakman,  director  of  the  Fellowship,  Crofton,  Ky.,  was 
international  division  of  The  re-elected  vice  chairman. 


Maritime  conference  set  for  March  8-10 


The  Center  for  International  Seamen  and  Truckers  in  G 
for  Seamen/Truckers /Travelers  in  Pascagoula  are  hosting ' 
Coast  Maritime  Ministers  Conference  on  March  8-10.  Regii 
March  8  at  the  H<Biday  Inn  Beach  Front  in  Gulfport,  witn 
Continental  breakifast  will  be  served  each  morning  at  8  a.m 
a.m.  Early  registration  is  strongly  encouraged.  For  more 
Corey  Jr.,  P.O.  dox  1964,  Gulfport,  MS  39502.  Telephone:  (Z 


Baptist  College  News 


Participants  at  the 
"Learning  From  Leadership" 

forum  held  Jan.  28  at  William 
Carey  Co  lege  were  (from  left) 
students  Thomas  McSwan  and 
Zane  Hartfield,  both  of 
Hattiesburg;  Carey  alumnus 
Louis  Guirola  Jr.,  United  States 
Magistrate  Judge;  and  Leanne 
Burris,  assistant  forensics 
coach.  Guirola,  who  has  had  a 
distinguished  career  as  a 
lawyer,  judge,  teacher,  and 
writer,  spoke  on  professional¬ 
ism  in  the  law  and  ethics. 


Joe  Prickett, 
missionary  to 
St.  Lucia,  dies 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  (BP)  — 
Joe  Lavem  Prickett,  a  Southern 
Baptist  mis- 
s  i  o  n  a  r  y 
assigned  to 
the  island  of 
St.  Lucia  in 
the  West 
Indies,  died 
Feb.  3  in 
Oklahoma 
City  after  a 
long  illness. 

He  was  67.  Prickett 

In  St. 

Lucia,  Prickett  and  his  wife, 
Helen,  helped  start  a  church 
from  a  base  of  Chinese  factory 
workers.  Many  of  the  25  bap¬ 
tized  believers  in  that  church 
have  since  gone  back  to 
China.  Their  work  was  fea¬ 
tured  in  Baptist  Press  stories  in 
July  1996  and  December 
1997. 

Besides  his  wife,  he  is  sur¬ 
vived  by  two  brothers  and  three 

sisters. 


Gayle  Sharp  McCarty,  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Marie  Hull  Gallery 
and  teacher  of  ceramics  and 
design  at  Hinds  Community 


College,  has  always  liked  creat¬ 
ing  things  using  the  (Jj^cards  of 
nature  —  animal  feath¬ 

ers,  vines  —  as  well  as  the  His¬ 
torical  artifacts  and  qnotifs.  An 
exhibit  featuring  the  relief 
sculpture  in  cast  paper  and  clay 
will  open  with  a  reception  Feb. 
26,  5-6;30  p.m.  in  me  Lucile 
Parker^  Gallery  at  William 
Carey  College.  A  gallery 
talk/slide  presentation  about 
the  cast  paper  process  and  her 
current  body  of  work  will  begin 
at  5:30  p.m.  The  exhibit  hangs 
through  March  27  and  can  be 
viewed  during  the  regular 

fallery  hours,  1-4  p.m.,  Mon.- 
ri.,  or  by  calling  (601)  582-6192 
for  appointment. 

The  Klasinc  and  Loncar 
Guitar  Duo,  featuring  Miroslav 


Brent  Colley,  a  student  at  piue  Mountain  College,  is  the  first  recip¬ 
ient  of  the  W.  C.  Morgan  Memorial  Scholarship.  The  W.  C.  Morgan 
Memorial  Scholarship  was  begun  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Church 
Music  Conference.  Morgan  was  the  first  director  of  the  Music 
Department  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  (MBCB).  The 
endowment  with  the  Baptist  Foundation  will  allow  this  to  be  present¬ 
ed  annually  to  a  student  majoring  in  Church  Music  at  one  of  tne  three 
Baptist  colleges.  The  student  must  be  entering  his  or  her  junior  or 
senior  year.  Pictured  are  Philip  C.  Meyer,  chair,  MusioTine  Arts,  Blue 
Mountain  College,  and  Colley.  For  more  information,  contact  the 
Baptist  Foundation  ,  MBCB,  at  (601 )  968-3800  or  1  -800-748-1 651 . 


Just  for  the  Record 


Grace  Fellowship  of  Byram  (Metro)  will  hold  a  three-day 
evangelistic  crusade  Feb.  20-22  at  Byram  Business  Center  on 
Siwell  Road.  The  times  are  7  p.m.  on  Fri.  and  Sat.,  and  10  a.m.  and 


Loncar,  assistant  pro¬ 
fessor  of  music  and 
artist  in  residence  at 
William  Carey 
College  (WCC);  and 
his  wife  Natasa 
Klasinc  will  present  a 
concert  March  3  at  7 
p.m.  in  the  Lucile 
Parker  Gallery  on  the 
Hattiesburg  campus. 
Loncar  and  Klasinc] 
are  both  natives  of 
Croatia.  They  live  in 
Hattiesburg  where 
Loncar  directs  the 


guitar  program  at  Daniel  Browning  and  Jon  Celoria  were  rec- 
WCC.  Klasinc  teach-  ognized  at  the  Higher  Education  Appreciation 
es  guitar  at  Day/Working  for  Academic  Excellence 
Mississippi  Gulf  (HEADWAE)  ceremony  held  in  Jackson  Feb. 
Coast  Community  1 7.  Browning,  associate  professor  of  religion 
College  and  Pearl  in  the  Cooper  School  of  Missions  and  Biblical 
River  Community  Studies;  and  Celoria,  a  senior  history  major 
College.  Both  Klasinc  from  Smithdale,  received  the  special  recogni- 
and  Loncar  received  tion  from  the  Mississippi  Legislature. 

their  bachelor  and - - 

master  degrees  from  the  the  University  of  Mississippi. 
Academy  of  Music  in  Graz,  Admission  is  $5.  For  more  infor- 


Academy  of  Music  in  Graz,  Admission  is  For  more  irifor- 
Austria.  Loncar  received  the  doc-  mation  call  tHe  music  depart 
toral  of  musical  arts  degree  from  ment  at  (601)  582-6175. 


OKING  FOR  A 


tion,  call  Lonnie  Myrick  at  (601)  346-4678. 

The  annual  meeting  of  Agricultural  Missions  Foundation 
will  be  held  on  Feb.  27  from  10  a.m.-2  p.m.  at  Highland  Colony 
Church,  Ridgeland.  Two  different  mission 
programs  will  be  discussed  at  this  meeting. 

The  most  successful  agricultural  missions 

erogram  ever  developed  will  be  presented 
y  Harold  and  Joyce  Watson  (pictured). 

For  nearly  30  years,  this  former  agricultur¬ 
al  teacher,  Harold  Watson,  has  developed  a 
primitive,  by  our  standards,  but  practical 
experiment  station  in  the  Philippines. 

James  H.  Ziler,  agricultural  evangelist,  will 
share  what  it  is  like  working  in  Haiti.  He 
has  used  "Wells  of  Salvation  ^Isaiah  12:3  as 
means  of  showing  love  and  concern  and  to 
gain  the  confidence  of  those  he  wanted  to  reach.  *"e  Watsons 
Over  300,000  receive  water  from  more  than  400 
wells  he  helped  drill. 

Petra  Praise  II  will  be  in  concert  at  the  Jackson  County 
Fairgrounds,  Pascagoula,  March  14  at  7  p.m.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  contact  Matt  Adams,  minister  of  youth.  Four  Mile  Creek 
Church,  Escatawpa,  at  (228)  475-8244. 
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GROWTH 

STRATEGY 

FROM  A  SUCCESSFUL 

PASTOR  AND  HIS  CHURCH? 


TOUCH  Outreach  Ministries  and  Colonial  Hills  Baptist  Church  present .  . . 

THE  INTRODUCTORY  CONFERENCE 
ON  THE  CELL  MODEL 

March  27th,  1998 

Colonial  Hills  Baptist  Church 
7701  Highway  51  North,  Southaven,  Mississippi 

(just  a  1 5  minute  drive  from  the  Memphis  International  Airport) 

Under  the  leadership  of  Steve  Bennett  and  the  transition  to  a  cell-based  ministry, 
Colonial  Hills  has  grown  from  540  to  1700  in  attendance! 

Come  and  see  what  God  can  do  in  your  church! 

CALL  1-800-735-5865  TODAY! 

Offered  by  TOUCH  Outreach  Ministries  •  Brochures  fit  Group  Discounts  available! 

PO  19888  •  Houston.  TX  77224-9888  •  281-497-0904  •  Fa*  281-497-0904  •  www.touchusa.orj- 
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Names  in  the  News 


Staff  Changes 


Seniors 
health  fair 
announced 


Baptist  Health  Systems  and 
Ridgeland  Court  Assisted  Living 
Facility  will  sponsor  a  free  senior 
health  fair  on  Feb.  20  from  9- 
1 1 :30  a.m.  at  Ridgeland  Court  in 
Ridgeland.  The  health  fair  will 
feature  a  variety  of  tests  and  edu¬ 
cational  activities  for  seniors, 
including  blood  pressure,  blood 
sugar,  and  personalized  health 
assessments.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  contact  Baptist  Health 
Systems  at  (800)  948-6262. 


Heidi  Cheatham  was  named  by  First  Church,  Madison,  as  the 

1998  recipient  of  the  Jud  DeFoore  Memorial  Scholarship  Fund.  A  Calvary  Church,  Waynesboro,  licensed  Wes  Bonner  to  the  min- 
native  of  Madison,  Cheatham  entered  New  Orleans  Seminary  last  istry  on  Jan.  4.  Doug  Broome,  pastor,  presented  Bonner  (right)  with 

fall.  The  Jud  Defoore  Memorial  Scholarship  Fund  was  established  a  plaque  commemorating  the  occasion.  Bonner  is  a  student  at  Jones 

in  1994  after  Defoore's  death  and  awarded  annually  to  a  student  County  Junior  College,  where  he  serves  as  BSU  president, 

attending  a  Southern  Baptist  seminary.  Members  of  First  Church 
continue  to  give  to  the  scholarship  fund.  Pictured  are  Myrtle 
DeFoore,  Cheatham,  and  John  Temple,  pastor. 

Paul  T.  Jones,  pastor  of  First  including  Crystal  Springs,  New 
Church,  Magnolia,  will  be  hon-  Albany,  Kosciusko,  Laurel,  and 
ored  Feb.  22  Greenville,  as  well  as  Pine  Bluff 

with  a  day  of  Arkansas.  After  the  death  of  hei 

appreciation.  husband,  she  served  as  a  Dorrr 

Jones  has  Mother  at  Quachita  Baptis 

been  in  College  in  Arkadelphia,  Ark 

Magnolia  for  During  their  years  in  Mississippi 

eight  years.  A.  B.  Pierce  also  served  as  tra 

He  is  origi-  first  Executive  Secretary  of  tht 


Larry  Harvey  has  surren¬ 
dered  to  full  time  vocational 
evangelism 
e  e  c  v  e 

Feb.  1.  Heljy-’ 
held  a  pas-B||||  ll| 

for 

over  ten  ■■MB 

years.  JM 

Harvev  is  Mjm 

.n  ailable  tor  I ;  *-  .  ; 

one  day,  BCjJ,,  . "  ftlm 

w  e  e  k  e  n  d  s , 

or  week  long  Harvey 

revivals.  He 

can  be  contacted  at  P.  O.  Box 


Woodville  Church, 

Woodville,  presented  a  Bible  to 
Harvey  L.  Leake  on  Baptist  Men's 
Day.  At  92  years  old,  Leake  is  the 
oldest  man  in  the  church  and  has 
served  in  many  church  positions. 
A  deacon  of  the  church  for 
decades,  Leake  has  been  an 
inspiration  and  a  spiritual  model 
for  many  young  men.  Pictured 
with  Leake  is  Gary  Bunch,  pastor. 


Churches 
planning 
mission  trip 

Hillcrest  Church,  Jackson, 
and  ML  Zkm  Church,  Florence, 

are  planning  a  mission  trip  this 
summer  to  Mexico.  As  well  as 
conducting  Vacation  Bible 


Burdette  Rutland,  68,  has  served  as  deacon  at  Mission  Hill 
Church,  Wesson,  for  50  years.  A  surprise  reception  was  held  in  his 
honor  on  Jan.  11.  Rutland  was  in  charge  of  a  devotional  during 
church  services.  His  topic  was  the.  Sin  of  Tolerance.  He  compared 
what  we  tolerate  today  that  was  not  allowed  50  years  ago.  Rutland 
is  pictured  receiving  a  plaque  from  Tommy  Purvis,  pastor. 


School  (VBS)  for  five  churches, 
the  group  will  also  be  involved 
with  construction  and  mechan¬ 
ic  work  for  the  resident  mission¬ 
aries,  Wayne  and  Nina  Fleming. 
The  Mexican  churches  are  in 
need  of  the  following  items: 
used  or  new  offering  plates  (for 
the  five  churches);  and  the 
Christian  flag  for  VBS  (for  the 
five  churches).  If  interested  in 
donating  these  or  other  items, 
call  Tommy  Bufkin,  pastor  of 
ML  Zion  Cnunch,  at  (601)  845- 1 
8251  (office)  or  845-3547 
(home).  '  '' ‘  . 


Howard  D.  Smith  is  retiring 
as  director  of  missions  from 
Warren  and  Yazoo  Associations 
on  May  28.  He  is  available  for 
interim  pastor,  supply,  and 
revivals.  Smith  can  be  reached  at 
Route  1,  Box  18507,  Saint  Joseph, 
LA  71366  or  call  (318)  76647& 


Vera  Byrd,  a  native  of  Laurel,  was  recognized  recently  for  20 
years  of  perfect  attendance  in  both  Sunday  School  and  worship  ser¬ 
vices  at  First  Church,  Laurel.  During  Sunday  morning  worship  ser¬ 
vice,  a  certificate  of  recognition  was  presented  to  her  by  Randall 
Turner,  pastor,  and  Vince  Scoper,  Sunday  School  director.  The 
Dorcas  Sunday  School  class  presented  her  with  a  pin  to  commem¬ 
orate  her  special  achievement. 
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The  Danny  Rollins  Chapter 

of  RAs  at  First  Church, 
Coldwater,  held  a  benefit  soup 
supper  on  Jan.  7  to  raise 
money  for  Lottie  Moon 
Christmas  Offering.  The  event 
raised  over  $500. 


Ron  Mumbtmvr.  Pli.D. 
Minister  of  Counseling 
First  Church,  fackson 


Revival  dates 

Phillipston,  Sidon:  March  1  - 

4;  Sunday,  10  a.m.  and  7  p.m.; 
Mon. -Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Gary 
Tanner,  Mt.  Pisgah  Church, 
Carroll  County,  evangelist; 
Lester  leffers,  pastor. 

Unity  (Simpson):  Feb.  20- 
22;  services,  Fri.  and  Sat.,  7 
p.m.;  Sunday,  11  a.m.,  7  p.m., 
and  lunch  served  at  church; 
Jerome  McLeondon,  pastor, 
message;  Castle  Family  of 
Jackson,  music. 


Whitesand  Church,  Prentiss,  saw  Christian  principles  in  practice 
as  a  small  candle  turned  into  a  large  $6,000  one.  A  goal  of  $4,000 
was  set.  An  RA  boy  put  money  in  jars  and  told  his  parents  he  want¬ 
ed  his  Christmas  gifts  to  be  the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering. 
After  the  offering,  he  said,  "Now,  I'm  collecting  for  the  Annie 
Armstrong  Offering."  Pictured  are  Lil  Hughes,  WMU  director,  light¬ 
ing  the  candle;  Vickie  Bridges,  Susan  Slater,  and  Pat  Eubanks,  mis¬ 
sion  organization  leaders;  Joe  Bridges,  Terry  Mathis,  and  Dean 
Banks,  RA  leaders.  George  Gerald  Aultman,  interim  pastor. 

CBF  missionary  Rutledge 
to  speak  in  Miss,  churches 


Kevin  I  L 

Rutledge,  % 

Cooperative  ;  M  | 

Baptist  1 

Fellowship  I 

mis-  I 

sionary  to  | 

the  Czech 
Republic, 
will  be 

speaking  in  Rutledge 
churcnes 

around  the  state  on  Feb.  22-25. 

Rutledge,  a  North  Carolina 
native  and  graduate  of 
Southeastern  Seminary  in 


Rutledge's  Mississippi 
schedule  includes:  > 

■  University  Church,  Hat¬ 
tiesburg.  Morning  worship 
service  on  Feb.  22. 

■Rivercrest  Church,  Jackson. 
Evening  worship  service  on 
Feb.  22. 

■  First  Church,  Leland.  6:30 
p.m.  on  Feb.  23. 

■  Calvary  Church,  Jackson. 
Noon  luncheon  on  Feb.  24 
with  retired  ministers  and 
missionaries. 

■  Northside  Church,  Clinton. 
Midweek  service  at  6  p jn.  on 


My  pre-adolescent  starts  many  eousness  and  peace  for  those 
things  ( sports ,  music,  etc.)  but  who  have  been  trained  by  it." 
quits  when  the  going  gets  tough.  (Heb.  12:11  NIV) 

Am  I  encouraging  laziness  if  I 

allow  this  conduct  to  continuer  I  find  myself  spent  of  energy  at 

the  end  of  every  day.  What  are  the 
Parents  sometimes  push  keys  to  maintaining  balance  in 
their  children  because  of  an  my  life? 
unmet  need  in  their  own  lives. 

Examine  yourself  and  be  sure  Daily  exhaustion  is  usually 
that  isn't  the  case.  Your  role  as  caused  by  an  attitude  of  "I've 
parent  is  not  to  form,  your  cot  to  do  it  all,"  which  can 
child  into  what  you  want  him  lead  to  emotional,  physical, 
to  be,  but  rather  to  help  him  be  sexual,  intellectual,  and  social 
the  person  God  created.  dysfunctions.  Here  are  some 

Observe  your  child  to  keys  to  staying  in  balance: 
understand  whether  he  really 

enjoys  the  activity.  If  he  wants  ♦  Begin  each  day  with  a 
to  bail  out  simply  because  it  quiet  time  with  the  Lord, 
requires  more  discipline  and  ♦  Do  something  nice  for 
responsibility  than  he  expect-  yourself  every  day. 
ed  (such  as  caring  for  an  ani-  '  ♦  Do  something  nice  for 
mal),  you  should  step  in  and  someone  else  every  day. 
encourage  him  to  continue.  ♦  Plan  and  adhere  to  a  written 

Use  age-appropriate  illus-  "to  do"  list, 
trations  to  help  your  child  ♦  Never  pick  up  a  piece  of 
understand  the  rewards  of  paper  more  than  once.  If  you 
perseverance.  The  Bible  is  do  —  toss  it,  forget  it,  file  it,  or 
filled  with  such  illustrations,  give  it  away. 

Our  culture  will  teach  him  to  ♦  Clear  three  minutes  a  day 
always  take  the  easy  way  out.  simply  to  dream  of  possibilities. 
As  a  parent  you  must  teach  ♦  Find  encouragement  by 
him,  'No  discipline  seems  learning  from  your  mistakes, 
pleasant  at  the  time,  but  ♦  Study  Luke  12:22-34.  This 
painful.  Later  on,  however,  it  is  the  day  that  the  Lord  has 
produces  a  harvest  of  right-  made.  Rejoice  and  be  glad  in  it! 

Send  your  counseling  questions  to  LifeAnswers  c/o  The  Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530,  Please  be  brief.  Name  is  not  required.  Remember:  in  time  of  cri¬ 
sis,  your  pastor  can  make  recommendations  on  your  counseling  needs. 


Paws,  pulpits,  baptistries, 
stained  glass,  carpet, 
Van  Winkle  steeples,  lighting, 
rkll„h  folding  doors. 

cnurcn  theater  seats. 

Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501,  Fulton,  MS  38843 
•n  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 


VINYL  SIDING  «  NEVER  PAINT  AGAIN!  " 


•  ROOM  ADDITIONS  -  NO'DOWN  PAYMENT  •  100%  FINANCING 

I  SUN  ROOMS  SUBSTANTIAL  SAVINGS  As  Low  As 

•PATIOS -DECKS 
•LICENSED 

•  BONDED  - _  _ 

•  INSURED  SENIOR  CITIZENS  EXTRA  DISCOUNT 


ivao  no  luw  ns 

TY50 


PAY-less  Heme  Improvements.  Inc.  •  Jackson 


PART-TIME  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC 

for  Adult  and  Youth  Choirs.  Send 
resumes  to  Ronnie  Clark,  Ruleville 
Baptist  Church,  PO  Box  187, 
Ruleville,  MS  38771. 

PART-TIME  ASSOCIATE  PASTOR/  SR. 
ADULT  MINISTER:  Send  resume  to 
Search  Committee,  First  Baptist  Church, 
PO  Box  545,  Aberdeen,  MS  39730. 
ADMINISTRATOR:  Lamar  Christian 
School,  which  is  owned  and  operat¬ 
ed  by  the  Lamar  County  Baptist 
Association,  Purvis,  MS.  To  request 


an  application  form  or  for  further 
information,  contact  Glenn  Davis, 
PO  Box  368,  Sumrall,  MS  39482; 
home  phone:  (601)  758-4589  work 
phone:  (601)  758-4738. 

FULL  TIME  YOUTH  SUMMER  INTERN: 
Mid-May  to  first  week  in  August  to 
plan  and  direct  youth  activities. 
Experience  in  preferred.  Send  or  fax 
your  resume  to  Liberty  Baptist 
Church,  c/o  Dr.  John  R.  Cofer,  5199 
Lakeland  Dr.,  Flowood,  MS  39208, 
FAX  (601)  992-4242. 


Baptist  food  bank 


in  D.C.  nourishes  needy 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  His  bright 
smile  and  pleasant  appearance  leaves  one 
thinking  that  Lewis  does  not  have  a  care  in 
the  world.  Dressed  sharply  in  his  Sunday 

best,  this  70-something  African-American 
arrives  at  Covenant  Baptist  Church  in 
Washington,  his  stately  appearance  giving 
the  impression  of  a  man  who  enjoys  a  life 
of  leisure  in  his  golden  years. 

Yet  that  first  impression  is  shattered  as 
Lewis  steps  forward  to  receive  a  free  sack 
of  groceries;  it  is  distribution  day  at  the 
church's  food  pantry. 

ly  source  of  income  is  a 
ity  check,  depends  on 
Ties  to  make  it  through 


quick  to  share  her  thankfulness  for  funds 
received  from  the  Southern  Baptist  World 
Hunger  Fund.  "We  could  not  do  what  we 
do  without  hunger  funds."  She  explained 
most  of  the  food  is  bought  from  the  Capitol 
Area  Food  Bank  where  $1.05  will  buy  15 
pounds  of  food. 

Though  a  daily  struggle,  success  stories 
serve  as  encouragement  to  the  staff  and 
volunteers.  One  lady,  age  36,  was  about  to 
be  evicted  from  her  apartment,  Martin 
recalled.  Desperate  for  help  with  rent  and 
food,  Martin  proudly  said,  "We  helped  her 
and  now  she  serves  nere  as  a  volunteer.  On 
another  occasion,  someone  sent  us  $60 
worth  of  Food  Stamps  with  a  note  saying, 
'Thank  you  for  what  was  done  for  me. 
Perhaps  this  can  help  someone  else.'" 

These  few  images  do  little  justice  to  the 
tireless  efforts  of  this  caring  church  in  the 
heart  of  the  nation's  capital.  As  the  mem¬ 
bers  reach  out  in  Jesus'  name,  countless 
lives  are  touched  with  food  for  hungry 
bodies  and  the  bread  of  life  for  hungry 
souls.  Over  a  four  month  period  in  1997, 
678  families  received  food  aid  representing 
a  total  of  2,651  people,  Martin  said. 

Of  the  people  served,  30  signed  up  to 
attend  biblically  based  support  groups  at 
the  church  dealing  with  various  life  issues. 

Martin  said  at  least  10  individuals  are 
known  to  have  prayed  to  receive  Christ  as 
their  Savior  and,  she  added,  the  seed  was 


Jesus  Christ 


'Requests  the  Honor l 
of  “Your  “Presence  f- 
in  Heaven!  ( 


Lewis,  whose  onr 
meager  Social  Securil 
his  weekly  bag  of  stap 

the  month.  Lewis'  situation  is  not  unusual  m  .  ‘‘  /  I 

in  his  neighborhood  or  in  neighborhoods 

across  the  United  States  in  which  the  elder- 

lv,  and  numerous  others,  often  find  them-  p  r* 

selves  trapped  in  the  grip  of  povertv.  I|  ■■ 

Gratefully,  many  Southern  Baptist  RK  /  *l  *  Y 

churches  are  stepping  forward  aggressivelv  ft  f 

with  feeding  ministries  through  both  food 

closets  and  soup  kitchens  to  stand  in  the  gap  NOURISHING  BODY,  SOUL  —  A  needy 
for  the  less  fortunate  in  their  communities.  resident  of  Washington,  D.C.  accepts  a  bag 
Sylvia,  age  41,  works  part-time  for  the  of  groceries  from  a  volunteer  at  the  Covenant 
District  of  Columbia  metro  transportation  Church  food  pantry.  (BP  special  photo) 
system.  A  troubled  past  relationship  has 
left  her  with  bills  and  a  woefully  insuffi¬ 
cient  income  for  herself  and  her  four  chil¬ 
dren.  A  proud  woman,  she  is  direct  in 
describing  her  struggle:  "I  got  stuck  with  a 
lot  of  bills.  But  I  have  A-I  credit.  I  can't 
stand  bad  credit.  It  takes  everything  I  make 


You  Can  Respond  Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord.  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 

(I  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal  death. 

(I  repent.) 

3.  I  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relationship  with  him. 

(I  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him,  to 
them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name.  John  1:12 

If  you  make  a  decision  for  Jesus  Christ 
today,  contact  a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


Wednesday,  and  Friday  afternoon  from  1-4 
p.m.  The  food  casts  a  critical  lifeline  to  many 
residents  of  this  troubled  community  nearly 
in  the  shadow  of  the  U.S.  Capitol  building. 

While  some  of  the  food  is  donated  from 
local  bakeries  and  food  stores,  Martin  is 


Conference,  April  20  at  Camp 
Garaywa. 

For  more  information,  con¬ 
tact  Missions  Extension  and 
Associational  Administration 
Department,  MBCB,  P.O.  Box 
530,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
0530.  Telephone:  (601)  968- 
3800  or  toll-free  outside 
Jackson  (800)  748-1651. 


Church  Buses 

•  We  buy  used  buses 

•  Guaranteed  buy-back  program 

Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc. 
Brentwood,  Tenn. 

1-(800)-370-6180 

1-(615)-376-2287 

www.carpentertHJS.com 

Since  1953 


New  and  Used  Buses  in  stock 
Available  in  12  to  43  passengers 


Are  you  paying  too  much  for  your  Hospital  or  Medicare  Supplement 
Insurance?  If  yes,  call  for  our  Low  Rates  Today! 

□  Major  Hospital  &  Surgical  Plan 

Helps  pay  benefits  for  Hospital  Room,  intensive  Care, 

Surgery,  Ambulance. 

Many  Pre-Existing  Health  Conditions  acceptable  — 

High  blood  pressure,  Diabetes,  Heart  conditions,  etc 
(Excellent  Rates  on  ages  50+) 

□  Medicare  Supplement 

Ages  65  and  over.  No  waiting  periods. 


SALT  LAKE  SBC  CONVENTION  CFI  —  PEWS,  NEW  &  used.  Baptistries, 
ARRANGEMENTS:  Affordable  hotel  steeples,  &  stained  glass,  MS  &  ALA. 

packages.  DISCOUNT  AIRFARES!  1-800-830-0583.  _ 

Alamo  rentals  start  $25/day.  BUS  FLORIDA  BAPTIST  CHILDREN'S  HOME  in 
TOURS:  Yellowstone/Jackson  Hole  or  Tallahassee,  Florida,  is  looking  for  a 
Grand  Canyon:  $329.  CHRISTIAN  Christian  couple  to  work  with  children 
TRAVELERS  1  -800-972-8952.  ages  6-18  vearv  The  base  salary  for  a 

PASSENGER  VANS  FOR  private  and  house  parent  is  $14,635.  Florida  Baptist 
church  groups.  From  $59.95  per  day/  Children's  Homes  offers  an  excellent  ben- 
limited  free  miles/7  to  15-seat,  efit  package  including  retirement  plan. 
Occasionally  for  sale:  quality  used  medical/disability  insurance,  and  paid 
vans.  Auto  &  Truck  Rental,  lackson  vacations.  Our  campus  is  a  beautiful  35 
(601)  948-3391.  Since  1965  acre  facility  located  at  8415  Buck  Lake 

CHOIR  ROBES  &  accessories,  pul-  Road  in  Tallahassee.  If  you  think  you 
pit/  judicial  robes,  paraments.  MUR-  would  be  interested  in  a  Christian  ministry 
PHY  ROBES/Mac's  Robes,  Charles  serving  families  and  children  please  con- 
McGlocklin,  Authorized  Dealer,  tact  Chris  Kretschman  at  (904)  878-1458 
Statewide  1  -800-898-MACS.  in  Tallahassee  for  more  information 

YOUTH  OUTINGS?  Paintball-  CUSTOM  STAINED  GLASS  windows 
games!  Other  functions!  Curry  for  churches  and  homes.  Stained 
Creek  Outdoors.  (601)  722-9000.  Glassworks,  Inc.  1-800-605-2970. 


Call  today  for  free  information: 

E.F.  Hutton  Insurance 
Marketing 

PO  Box  5127,  Brandon,  MS  39047 

1-800-463-4348 


care  Supplement  under 
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Family  Bible  Series 

Keeping  the  faith 

Jude  3-4, 17-25 

By  Debbie  Sills 


tradi-  people  who  would  mock  Jesus  led  astray  ourselves  unless  we 
:hain  ana  follow  after  their  own  guard  our  faith  with  the  truth. 
1  and  earthly  lusts.  These  are  the  ones  The  only  way  to  know  if  the 
cperi-  who  will  cause  divisions  and  teachings  are  false  is  to  know 
r  of  try  to  lead  others  into  a  lifestyle  the  truth.  The  only  way  to  know 
Jude  of  sin.  There  are  many  people  the  truth  is  to  read  the  Bible  and 
cious  today  who  follow  this  pattern  spend  time  with  God. 

■e  felt  yet  claim  to  be  Christian.  They  Powerful  Praise  (24-25).  Jude 

knew  how  difficult  the  task  of 
standing  up  for  the  truth  was.  He 
also  knew  that  many  are  tempt¬ 
ed  to  believe  evil  is  so  strong  tnat 
resisting  is  futile.  However,  Jude 

E raised  God  because  Jude  knew 
e  was  (and  still  is)  able  to  help 
believers  to  stand  and  to  present 
themselves  faultless  before  his 
presence.  God  alone  has  the 
power  to  keep  us  from  stum¬ 
bling  and  being  led  astray.  We 
'  >  it  alone.  With  God's 


stand  for  the  truth,  live  liHKy 
a  Christian  life,  and 
Some  people  believe  that  any  help  straying  believers 
disagreement  in  Christian  dr-  return  to  the  Lord.  Si 

des  is  wrong  and  is  to  be  avoid-  Present  Danger  (3-4). 
ed  at  all  costs.  Some  tend  to  shy  Jude  became  aware  of  destruc- 
away  from  conflict.  One  must  tive  teaching  that  was  misguid- 
only  look  in  some  of  our  own  ing  them.  He  realized  the  purity 
churches  to  see  examples.  Are  of  their  faith  was  threatened  and 
there  those  in  your  church  who  he  felt  compelled  to  defend  both 
are  leaders,  but  practice  them  and  the  Christian  faith, 
immorality,  or  have  attitudes  Jude  spoke  of  the  faith  "which 
unbecoming  of  a  Christian?  was  once  for  all  delivered  to  the 
Jude  realized  this  was  happen-  saints."  There  is  an  unchangeable 
ing  and  felt  obligated  to  warn  qualify  in  it-  That  quality  isjesus. 
the  believers  of  the  infiltrators  The  Christian  faith  is  not  some- 
who  were  teaching  false  doc-  thing  that  is  merely  handed 
trines  and  promoting  a  lifestyle  down  through  the  cold  print  of 
opposite  of  what  Christians  books.  It  is  something  which  is 
should.  He  reminds  us  to  passed  on  from  person  to  person 
defend  our  faith  and  take  a  through  the  generations.  The 


Christian  faith.  If  the  the  appropriate  times,  but  their 

Christian  faith  is  handed  down  life  is  empty  and  they  create 

through  the  generations,  it  must  problems  among  the  redeemed, 

be  uncorrupted  and  unpervert-  Persistent  Ministry  (20-23). 
ed.  Jude  was  urging  tnem  to  Jude  urges  believers  to  hold  fast 
defend  their  faith  from  these  false  to  the  faith  of  Christ.  One  way 
teachers  and  preserve  the  truth.  to  do  that  is  to  remain  in  close 
Past  Warning  (17-19).  Last  communion  with  God  through 

week  we  discussed  the  scoffers  prayer  and  through  our  actions, 

who  would  be  present  in  the  We  must  give  him  love  and  obe-  can  not  do 

last  days.  They  do  not  believe  in  dience.  Many  Christians  avoid  help  and  his  strength  we  can 

Christ  s  second  coming  and  will  fellow  believers  who  fall  into  stand  firm  in  our  faith.  We  can 

try  anything  to  discourage  oth-  sinful  practices,  but  our  duty  is  grab  hold  of  those  who  are 

ers  from  holding  on  to  their  to  disciple  and  minister  to  those  railing  and  lead  them  to  once 

faith.  In  these  verses,  Jude  who  have  been  led  astray  by  again  recognize  the  truth, 

reminded  the  believers  of  what  false  teachers.  However,  it  is  Sills  is  advertising  coordinator 
they  had  heard  before  about  the  difficult  to  do  this  and  not  be  for  The  Baptist  Record. 


Life  and  Work 

God's  love 

I  John  3:1;  4:7-18 


afraid  of  him.  What  should  I  fear 
when  I  am  loved  by  a  God  so 
powerful  and  so  wise.  This  is  the 
abundant  life.  Remember,  Jesus 
said  the  truth  will  set  us  free  and 
this  is  a  great  freeing  truth.  The 
love  of  God  takes  away  all  fear. 

God  has  done  everything  nec¬ 
essary  to  show  us  that  he  loves 


^me  protection,  security,  your  lost  friends  and  family. 

and  direction.  He  wants  to  God  lives  in  us  (4:11-16). 
take  care  of  me.  But,  unlike  Examine  these  verses  carefully  as 
earthly  parents  God  can  you  examine  yourself.  God  lives 
do  all  of  this  without  mak-  in  us  through  his  Holy  Spirit 
ing  mistakes.  If  we  could  and,  if  he  lives  in  us,  his  love  is  in 
only  learn  to  let  God  be  us.  We  can't  help  it!  His  love  is 
our  Father  day  by  day.  made  complete  in  us  as  we  love 
Lum  God  sent  his  Son  (4:7-  each  other.  Others  see  him  in  us 

10).  God  is  love  and  in  all  and  that  is  the  whole  point, 
railed  chil-  of  his  dealings  with  us,  he  is  How  can  I  know  God  loves 
h  we  are."  motivated  by  love.  It  is  a  self-giv-  me?  He  lives  in  me  and  loves 
erve  God's  ing  unconditional  love.  Before  me.  He  completes  me  and 
llious,  self-  we  knew  him,  he  loved  us  and  restores  me  to  a  relationship 
ungrateful  was  willing  to  die  for  us.  Think  and  fellowship  with  him.  As  a 
things  he  of  the  great  sacrifice  that  God  new  creation  I  will  love  like  he 
love  for  us  made  for  a  world  of  "religious  loves  as  I  learn  to  walk  in  the 
/e  his  own  people"  by  sending  his  only  son.  Spirit  step  by  step.  Read  care- 
xeive  that  But  the  world  did  not  accept  and  fully.... "if  we  love  one  another, 
is  into  his  love  him,  they  hated  and  killed  Goa  lives  in  us." 
s  children,  him.  He  even  loved  them  from  God  removes  our  fear  (4:17- 
ughters  of  the  cross  as  he  said  "Father,  for-  18).  How  can  I  know  God  loves 
a  freeing  give  them."  What  more  could  he  me?  He  takes  away  the  fear  of 
than  willingly  die  for  us.  judgement.  I  am  not  afraid  to 


This  week  we  examine  God's  "Se 
love  —  the  most  important  kind  the 
of  love.  God's  love  is  the  basis  of  bes 
our  relationship  with  him.  "For  thal 
God  so  loved  tne  world  he  gave  drei 
his  only  Son"  so  that  we  could  We 
know  him.  God's  love  is  what  fav< 
we  are  to  share  with  a  lost  and  cen 
dark  world.  Remember,  every-  for 
one  wants  to  be  loved  and  God  ma< 
is  the  only  one  who  is  always  is  s< 
there  for  us;  the  only  one  who  son 
can  fill  that  'void'  in  our  lives.  gift 
How  can  I  know  that  God  ram 
loves  me?  As  we  examine  the  We 

scripture,  flunk  of  how  you  can  the  _ 

share  this  incredible  truth  with  thought.  Our  Father  is  God  an3 
one  who  doesn't  understand.  he  wants  to  care  for  us  as  his 
God  calls  us  his  children  children.  Those  of  us  who  are 
(3:1).  John,  the  beloved  apostle,  parents  can  understand  a  little  of 


Explore  the  Bible 

Trusting  God's  goodness 

Genesis  50:14-25 


By  Edna  Ellison 


One  of  the  darkest  nights  of 
my  life  was  when  my  son.  Jack, 
was  hurt  in  an  auto  accident. 
As  he  cried,  "O,  Lord,  let  me 
die.  I  can't  stand  the  pain,"  1  sat 
in  a  dark  comer  of  tne  hospital 
room,  begging,  "Don't  listen  to 
him,  Lora.  Let  him  live!"  His 
father  had  died  a  few  years 
earlier,  and  I  could  not  bear  to 
lose  my  son. 

The  next  morning,  life 
seemed  brighter.  Then,  after 
two  surgeries  and  months  of 
physical  therapy,  he  "graduat¬ 
ed''  from  a  wheelchair  to 
crutches,  a  walker,  and  then  a 
cane.  Today  he  walks  only  with 
a  slight  limp,  living  proof  of 


r 


God's  goodness! 

Joseph's  life  was 
also  proof  of  God's 

goodness.  Though  his 
rothers  had  sola  him  into  slav¬ 
ery  and  he  had  spent  years  sepa¬ 
rated  from  them,  at  last  he 
reunited  with  his  family  and 
they  moved  to  Egypt.  Seventeen 

{rears  later  when  his  father, 
acob,  died,  the  entire  nation 
joined  Joseph  in  a  an  elaborate 
funeral  during  a  70-day  period 
of  mourning,  and  then  Joseph 
and  his  eleven  brothers  took  me 
body  back  to  Canaan. 

A  worrisome  question 
(50:14-15).  Finally,  reality  set  in. 
After  the  brothers  returned,  they 
began  to  fear:  "What  if  Joseph 
bears  a  grudge  against  us  and 


Ellison 


pays  us  back  in  full  for  all 
the  wrong  which  we  did 
to  him?"  (v.  15).  Though 
Joseph  had  sought  recon¬ 
ciliation  seventeen  years 
before,  the  brothers  still 
felt  guilty,  fearing  the 
consequences  of  their  sin. 

A  werious  request 
(50:16-18).  Years  before, 
the  brothers  had  failed  to 
communicate  with  Joseph. 
At  this  time,  however,  they  initi¬ 
ated  reconciliation  by  sending 
Joseph  a  message  which  they 
claimed  came  from  Jacob  on  his 
deathbed:  "Please  foigive,  I  beg 
you,  the  transgression  of  your 
brothers  and  their  sin,  for  they 
did  you  wrong"  (v.  17).  Using  the 
messenger  as  a  buffer,  the  broth¬ 
ers  kneeled  before  Joseph  (v.  18). 

A  wonderful  response 
(50:19-21).  Joseph  soothed  their 
fears,  humbling  himself  before 
them.  He  pointed  to  God  as 
their  ultimate  judge.  "Am  I  in 
God's  place"  (v.  19)?  Then  he 
uttered  a  profound  sentence: 


"You  meant  evil  against  me,  but 
God  meant  it  for  good..."  (v.  20). 

God  can  take  evil  intentions 
and  turn  them  into  good. 
Through  the  centuries  God  has 
taken  evil  situations  and 
turned  them  into  good  for  his 
children.  God  had  placed 
Joseph  in  just  the  right  place  at 
the  right  tame.  Sold  into  slavery, 
he  had  served  in  Egypt,  the 
only  place  in  that  area  that  had 
stored  food  for  a  long  famine. 
God  had  preserved  the  family 
by  setting  in  place  a  brother 
with  a  vision  of  providing  food! 
Then  he  provided  a  place  in 
Egypt  for  the  family  to  live. 

Joseph  recognized  God's 
goodness,  and  he  did  not  bear 
grudges  because  he  knew  God 
was  in  charge.  He  went  one 
step  further:  VI  will  provide  for 
you  and  your  little  ones"  (v.  21). 

A  covenant  promise  (5(h22- 
25).  Joseph  lived  a  long  life  in 
Egypt  —  one  hundred  and  ten 
years.  Before  he  died,  he  adopt¬ 
ed  his  nephews  so  they  would 


innent  ms  estate. 


^  1 1  tey  were 
bom  [adopted]  on  his  knees"  v. 
23.)  Before  he  died,  Joseph 
renewed  a  promise  given  to 
Abraham  years  before  (v.  24), 
that  they  would  someday 
return  to  Canaan.  He  required 
his  kinsmen  to  repeat  the 
promise,  to  remember  it;  then 
promise  to  bury  him  in  Canaan 
as  they  had  his  father.  A  genera¬ 
tion  later,  Israelites  did  bury 
Joseph  at  Shechem  (Josh.  24:32). 

Questions  to  Consider 

It  isn't  easy  to  see  God's  per¬ 
fect  plan  when  you  are  suffering. 
How  can  you  accept  Josepns 
philosophy  of  "taking  evil  for 
good"  in  your  own  life  now? 

How  has  God  turned  tragedy 
into  good  in  your  life?  "Sank 
him  now  for  times  he  has  cared 
for  you  when  you  were  experi¬ 
encing  terrible  trauma  or  pain. 

Whom  can  you  tell  that  God 
never  forsakes  his  children?  Do 
it  today. 

Ellison  is  a  consultant  in  the 
Miss.  Woman  s  Missionary  Union. 
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Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 

A  portion. of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each  month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory.  Many 
groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to  others  through  this  sensitive,  meaningful  and  helpful  medi¬ 
um.  This  feature  is  hopefully  designed  to  further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who  are  and  have 
been  special  to  our  special  friends. 
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Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  Rochester 
Mrs.  Mary  Lee  Barrow  Coleman 
Mrs.  Mildred  B.  Avera 
Mrs.  Emily  Burris 
Mrs.  Ruth  Walsh 
Roy  CoUum 

Mrs.  Georg  le  Collum  Conniff 
Mrs.  Mary  Lee  Barron  Cotman 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Clyde  GUI 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Chariee  Griffith 
Mr.  Ortin  M.  Coolly 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hannon  O.  Alley 
L.Q.  Cooke 
Mrs.  A.  H.  Con  lee 
Mrs.  Lorene  Conner 
Mrs.  John  D.  Thomas 
J.  B.  Cooper,  Sr. 

Mrs.  G.  W.  Wans 
William  O.  Wans 
Mrs.  Odessa  Cooper 
Mrs.  J.  O.  Hollis 
Mrs.  Nan  Correro 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  Patteson 
Mrs.  Leon  Cot  hen 
Mrs.  J.  O.  Hollis 
F.  E.  Cotton 

Tony.  Tammy  and  Raquel  Morgan 
Mr.  John  Couch 
Ruth  SSC  FBC-Tupelo 
Carrie  Cowart 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Julian  E.  Sides  Jr. 

Mr.  A.  B.  Cox 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  T.  Erwin 
Ms.  Rachel  Hooper 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  L.  Yeager  Jr. 
Nell  Cox 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ronnie  Brown 
Bernice  Crawford 
Mr.  Charles  W.  Holmes 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ed  Crevitt 
.  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Pat  Ingram 
Richard  Crowe 
Eddie  Crowe 
Dot  Poe  Ray 
Dewey  Crowson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  L.  Travis 
Paal  Cullum 

Mrs.  Audrey  Mae  Warwick 
Stella  Ford  Currie 
Mrs.  Joe  E.  Graham 
Mr.  DeVaa  Daughdrill 
Mrs.  DeVan  Daughdrill 
Mr.  Dewey  Daves 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  M.  E.  Davis 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  M.  E.  Daves  Sr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  M.  E.  Daves 
Ms.  Mamie  Daves 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  M.  E.  Daves 
Mr.  W.  C.  Daves 
Mr  A  Mrs.  M.  E.  Daves 
Agnes  B.  Davb 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Thomas  W.  Ru.vsum 
Billy  Wayne  Davb 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hank  A.  Robison  Jr. 
Kenneth  “Scimp”  Davb 
Mrs  Dimple  W.  Cox 
Mrs.  Margaret  Williams 
Mrs.  Ab  Dora  Davb 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  L.  Yeager  Jr. 
Eloise  W.  Dickinson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Joe  Lindigrin.  Sr. 

Mrs.  J.  E.  DitHland 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Tom  Wans  ley  A  Family 
Carl  Edward  Dixon 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Vernon  Haygood  Sr. 

Mr.  Buddy  Doieac 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  A.  W  Lang  Jr 
Mr.  Ixnab  P.  Doieac 
Mr.  A  Mrs  T.  J  Eure 
Leonard  Howard  Dotson 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Wade  McGlothin 
Dr.  Bill  Dowdy 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Paul  H.  Watson  Jr 
Mr.  F.mmh  Downs 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  W  M.  McElroy 
Mrs.  Rrutonia  E.  Draper 
Mrs.  Clara  B.  King 
Mrs.  Toney  Draper 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  L.  Travis 
Mrs.  I aAm  Duckworth 
Mr  A  Mrs  Robert  S.  Miller 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  A.  Smith 

Scott  Shivers 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  Weeks 
David  and  Monica  Skipper 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  William  L.  Prince 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ted  S.  Skipper 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  William  L.  Prince 
WHUam  and  Joy  Skipper 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  William  L.  Prince 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  George  Slade 
Cindy  H.  Shakkford- Merrill  Lynch 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bill  Smallwood 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  William  H.  Brewer 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  E.  Wayne  Smith 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  N.  Lavalle  Massey 
Mrs.  Janie  Smith 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  G.  M.  Sensing 
Mrs.  NeNene  Smith 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  A.  Smith 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Stanley  Smith 
Cindy  H.  Shakleford-Memll  Lynch 
Lona  Southerland 
Ms.  Ann  Southerland 
First  Baptist  Coriqth  Dept  4  SSC 
Mr.  L.  A.  McCarter 
Ridgecrest  Baptist  Church  Staff 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Marion  B.  Truitt 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Benjamin  A.  Strum 
Cindy  H.  Shakleford-Memll  Lynch 
Ed  A  Ruth  Sudduth 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  J.  M.  Brock  Jr. 

Mr.  Joshua  SuHivan 
Cindy  H.  Shakleford- Merrill  Lynch 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Walker  J.  Swaney 
Cindy  H.  Shakleford-Memll  Lynch 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Douglas  Tassi 
Cindy  H.  Shaklcford-Mcrrill  Lynch 
Catherine  Taylor 
Mrs.  George  D.  Lyon 
Marvin  A  Pat  Taylor 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Rex  Cowart 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Mike  Tilly 
Cindy  H.  Shakleford-Memll  Lynch 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ron  Tisdale 
Cindy  H.  Shakleford- Merrill  Lynch 
Holmes  Tomlinson  Class  Teacher 
Holmes  Tomlison  SSC  Calvary  BC 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bud  Thigpen 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Calvin  Lucas  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Kenneth  Thigpen 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Calvin  Lucas  Jr. 

The  Honorable  Ben  L.  Todd 
Neel-Schaffer,  Inc. 

The  Honorable  Herb  Touchton 
Neel-Schaffer.  Inc. 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Robert  W.  Townsend 
Cindy  H.  Shakleford- Merrill  Lynch 
Mrs.  Inez  Treadway  A  Family 
Cindy  H.  Shakleford- Merrill  Lynch 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Balfour  Lipscomb 
Mr.  Dick  West  (West  Quality) 
Cindy  H.  Shakleford-Memll  Lynch 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lamar  Whinery 
Dr.  H.  D.  Posey 
Rev.  A  Mrs.  Charles  Whitney 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Tony  B.  Cates 
Mr.  Aven  Whittington 
Mrs.  Shirley  Clark 
Tfcrry  Wilb 

Fellowship  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  R.  S.  (Anita)  Win  ton 
Good  News  SSC  FBC-Starkville 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Loub  J.  Wise 
Cindy  H.  Shakleford- Merrill  Lynch 
Mrs.  Mildred  Witt 
Mrs.  Ruby  G.  Hollingsworth 


Ms.  Margie  M.  Langston 
Dorb  Lawrence 
Mrs.  Amye  Wiggs 
D.  L.  Lea 

Ms.  Tawanda  Y.  Lea 
Mr.  Elgin  Lee 
Mrs.  Virginia  Ross 
Mrs.  Hazle  Lee 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Roy  L.  Webb 
David  Nathan  Legge 
Dr.  Rebecca  Legge  Wilkie 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ira  F.  Legge 
Dr.  Rebecca  Legge  Wilkie 
Mrs.  Eutell  Leggett 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ellb  O.  Cummins 
Mrs.  Dora  Lenhart 
Ms.  Jewell  Tumage 
Clyde  W.  Lewis,  Jr. 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Greg  W  Carpenter  ft  Fly. 
Jenny  Lishman 
Mrs.  Robbie  Abel 
Mrs.  Kathryn  H.  Little 
Fidelis  SSC- East  Mount  Zion  BC 
Mrs.  Louise  Lockhart 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Paul  J.  Pryor 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Orland  L.  Lott 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Wayne  Denton 
Mrs.  Hugh  Lowe 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Tom  Rice 
Mrs.  Mary  Alice  Lucovich 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  B  F.  Weathers 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  B  L.  Morland 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Omen  D.  Jones 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clarence  W.  Thompson 
Jev*  H  ill  Macon 
Mrv  Ntuciie  West 
Frieda  Mahaffet 
Mrs.  Jack  Hollingsworth 
Mrs.  Dorothi  Mangold 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Bill)  Mangold 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Kevi  Segura  ft  Mary- 
Kaac 


Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Charles  L.  Shelton 

Heath  Bridges 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Howard  Bridges 

Dean  Britt 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  James  Henry  Brummetl 
Rita  BurchAeM  Brown 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Charlie  E.  Hale 
Scott  ft  Harriet  Neal  ft  Darby 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Joel  L.  Hale 
Jennifer  Hale 
Mr.  Pete  H.  Brown 
Mildred  F.  Brown  Foundation 
Lba  Kurz  A  Mrs.  June  Buckingham 
Mrs.  Charline  White 
Flotilla  Burchfield 
Wayne  Box  A  Girts 
Mr.  Cecil  D.  Bums 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Uoyd  B.  Tanner  Jr. 

Frank  ft  Elizabeth  Pajerski 
Mr.  Billy  Burt 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Virgil  L.  Bartow  Jr. 

Charles  “Sonny”  Byrd 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ed  Lee 
Mr.  Pete  Byron 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Albert  E.  Keahev 
Wibon  M.  Caddess 
Ms.  Katherine  W.  Melton 
Mrs.  Frances  Caffey 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  M.  E.  Davis 
Carson  Cagle 
Mrs.  Helen  A.  Gelston 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Paul  Calvert 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Robert  H  Tinkle 
Paula  Cartas 
Mrs.  Ina  F.  Grantham 
Edwin  B.  Carpenter 
Mrs.  Virginia  B.  Carpenter 
A  Hen  Carpenter 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Pat  Ingram 


MEMORIALS 


Lewb  HarreTs  Grandmother 

Helen  &  David  Jenkins 
Robert  Adcock 
Shuqualak  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ted  Skipper 
Mary  Brock  Ainsworth 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Richard  B.  Fain  Jr. 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jerry  Dongtas  Aldri 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Truman  Aldridge 
Mrs.  Aha  Aldridge 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Truman  Aldridge 
Mrs.  Tommie  Alfonso 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  T.  J.  Eure 
W  illiam  R.  Allen 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Philip  Jones 
(George  Anderson 
Mrs  Camille  C.  Honea 
Mr.  Kenneth  Anderson 
M.  H.  Anderson 


Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ed  Campbell 
Delta  Gilliam 
Mrs.  Iris  P.  Richardson 
Annie  Bed  Gilliland 
Valley  Park  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Annie  BeN  Gilliland 
Friendship  SSC- Valley  Park  BC 
Mr.  Homer  Gene  Gordon 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  E.  L.  Bennett  Jr. 
Mary  Graves 
Mrs.  Louise  F.  Cathey 
Mr.  Earnest  Green 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  John  Edward  Myers 
Steve  F.  Greener 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  George  A.  McFarland 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Eugene  L.  Culpepper 
Garice  Greer 
Mis.  Irene  L.  Brister 
Charlene  S.  Griffin 
Woolmarket  BC 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  John  H.  Walters 
James  Griffith 
Mrs  Barbara  Cochran 
Icy  Pearl  Grover 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  W.  S.  Cook  Jr. 

Ray  Gurney 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Vernon  Haygood  Sr. 

Nkoie  Hadley 

Mr  ft  Mrs.  Ralph  P  Williams 
Royce  Haggard 
Family  of  E.  G.  Palmer 

Mrs.  Sara  Hambrkk 


Mr.  ft  Mrs.  James  Weeks 
Megan  Elizabeth  Anthony 
Graeber  Brothers  Inc. 

Mrs.  Belva  Armstrong 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Joseph  T.  Davenport 
Ms  Bobbie  R.  Wallace 
Mrs.  Nannie  Mae  AuHman 
The  Alvin  Beasleys 
Mrs.  ENzabeth  Avant 
Mr  A  Mrs.  M  E.  Davis 
William  Wade  Aycock 
Joyce  Aycock 
Mr.  Joe  Bailey,  Jr. 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Tom  Rice 
J.  Bernard  Bailey 
Mrs.  J.  B.  Bailey 
Mr.  Frank  Bailey 
Miss  Christine  Hollis 
Mrs.  Effie  Baker 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  E.  L.  Bennett  Jr. 
PhilHp  Bankston 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Guy  Branscome  Jr. 
Mr.  John  P.  Bates,  Sr. 

Paul  Case  ft  Bill  Harreld.  Jr. 


Ms.  Mary  Jo  Tyner 
Mrs.  Donnie  Marshall 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  D.  S.  Bowcring 
Mr.  John  Martin 
Helen  ft  David  Jenkins 
Mrs.  Jo  Anne  Martin 
Goss  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Winnie  Martin 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  William  B.  Thompson 
Nan  Martin 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Kenneth  Bush 
J.  E.  Mathews 
Mrs.  Martha  Crowe 
Ann  lenellf  May 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Joseph  J.  Cupstid 


Tony.  Tammy  and  Raquel  Morgan 
Ma  Ami  Carraway 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Virgil  L.  Bartow  Jr. 
Fred  Carter.  Sr. 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Hembree  Brandon 
Everette  A  Ruby  Carter 
Betty  ft  Sheldon  Kaiser  Sr. 

Mr.  John  D.  C  ausey,  Jr. 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Sheet  Sanders 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Curtis  A.  Buchanan 


Cindy  H.  Shakleford-Memll  Lynch 
Mbs  Rachael  Annette  Vise 

Cindy  H.  Shakleford-Memll  Lynch 


Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Luther  Roy  Adams 

Dovie  Jenkins 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  W  S.  Cook  Jr 

Gail  H.  Jenkins 


George  C.  Chadwick 
Mrs.  Lillie  Chance 
Mrs.  Ethel  B.  Bourne  ft  Family 
Hilda  Chbholm 
Dr.  ft  Mrs.  Jeffrey  S.  Davin 
Mrs.  Louise  Clanton 
Peggy  ft  Earl  Gillon 
Anna  Carol  Clark 
Mrs.  Carolyn  M.  Moore 
Bonnie  Clark 
Mrs.  Bobbye  Stevenson 
Charles  Clark 
Mrs.  Bertie  Alyene  Clark 
Karen  Denise  Clark 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Ben  Hark 
Mrs.  Ixwtae  (  low  er 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Clovis  Harden  Jr. 
Mrs.  Annie  Cobb 
Frank  A  Elizabeth  Pajerski 
George  (Chet)  Cole 


Mrs  Rosa  B.  Wade 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Norman  Waldon 
Cindy  H.  Shakleford-Memll  Lynch 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Walker  A  Rebecca 
Ann  Harpe 

Cindy  H.  Shakleford-Memll  Lynch 
Mbs  Patricia  Walston 
Dr.  Jonathan  Sweat 
Mr.  Rill  Watts  Jr. 

Cindy  H.  Shakleford-Memll  Lynch 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bill  Watts  Sr. 

Cindy  H.  SHaklcford-Mcmll  Lynch 
Annie  Mae  Weaver 
Annie  Mae  Weaver  SSC  Calvary  BC 
Benny,  Gina.  Emily  A  Haley  Weeks 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  James  Weeks 
Derek  A  Teresa  Weeks 
Mr.  A  Mr*.  James  Weeks 
Joneh  Weeks 


Ms.  Mary  Sue  Serio 
Mrs.  Nancy  Beck 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Samuel  R.  Lee 
A  km  W.  Bee  Sr. 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Tom  Coward  Jr. 
The  Steve  Weeks  Family 
Mr*.  Ernest  Long  Weeks 
Mr.  David  Berch 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Virgil  L.  Barlow  Jr. 
Mrs.  Anna  Berneski 
Mr.  William  H.  Myrick 
Shirley  AE.L.  Bingham 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Pat  Ingram 
Mrs.  Hazel  Black  stock 


Centennial  Challenge  Honorees 


Causeyville  Baptist  Church,  Lauderdale  Association  did 
meet  the  challenge  to  support  The  Baptist  Children’s  Village 
for  a  full  d*iy  but  was  left  off  the  list.of  centennial  donors. 
Thank  you,  Causeyville ! 


and  by  the  gospel.  Any  way  of 
in  talking  about  the  future  of 
e-  Israel  that  does  not  have  the 
ill  gospel  and  the  church  as  its 
center  because  of  the  death  and 
•e-  resurrection  of  Jesus  must  be  a 
its  misreading  of  the  text, 
ig  "What  we  really  have  here  is 
fs,  politics  of  the  United  States, 
to  seeing  us  as  the  great  protector 
ist  of  Israel." 

m.  That  concern  is  shared  by 
m  James  Dunn,  executive  director 
nt  of  die  Baptist  Joint  Committee 
he  in  Washington, 
t,"  "My  problem  with  their 
in-  focus  on  the  year  of  jubilee  is 
lar  they  have  distorted  Scripture 
*  ‘  ng  a  civil-religion  over- 

biblical  concept,"  Dunn 
"Just  as  it  is  possible  for 
someone  who  loves  animals  to 
anthropomorphize  them  and 
give  diem  human  characteris¬ 
tics,  it  is  possible  to  take  an  Old 
Testament  Scripture  and  civil 
religionize  it  and  make  it  say 
things  it  doesn't  say." 

Dunn  said  he  fears  the 
Christian  Zionists  do  not  have 
the  right  motive  for  befriending 

_  Israel  'There  is  a  major  flaw  in 

will  save  the  Jewish  the  desire  of  Christian  Zionists 

to  cozy  up  to  the  nation  Israel  if 
they  see  the  Jews  and  Israel  as 
nothing  more  than  pawns  for 
their  eschatology  or  prospects 
for  their  evangelism." 

Numerous  events  are 
This  planned  in  the  U.S.  to  mark  this 
year's  anniversary  of  brad's 
new  history.  Perhaps  the  biggest 
in  the  Christian  world  wul  be 
are  "Israel's  Jubilee,"  planned  for 
April  29-May  3  in  Orlando. 

This  event,  billed  as  "the 
largest  gathering  of  Christians 
Jews  in  support  of  Israel 
ever  convened,  is  sponsored 
by  the  Christian  Alliance  for 
Israel,  based  in  Jacksonville 


Field,  Editor  the  prophecies  ...  and  see  the  Jesus  said  that  will  bt 
yrder  prophecies  being  fulfilled,  it  is  Even  so,  Israel  is 

significant,"  he  said.  barometer"  of  Go< 

ON  (ABP)  —  In  The  prophecies  referred  to  by  ment  to  ultimata 
Israel  will  cele-  McAteer,  Sudlow,  and  LaHaye  prophecy,  he  said, 
nniversary  as  a  are  found  throughout  the  Bible,  Christians  who  ai 
but  especially  in  the  writings  of  millennial  disperu 
of  Israel's  polit-  the  Old  Testament  propnets  have  a  hard  time 
determination,  such  as  Daniel  and  Isaiah.  much  of  this  systei 

:  God's  working  Premillennial  dispensational-  especially  the  heavy  i 
bring  about  the  ism  is  one  of  four  major  systems  predicting  what  ev 
for  interpreting  Scriptures  that  happen  before  Christ 
rou  answer  that  relate  to  the  end-times,  a  part  of  "Scripture  seems 
ion  depends  theology  known  as  eschatology,  that  Jesus'  return  is 
gely  on  how  Adherents  to  this  system  are  and  that  nothing  sfc 
ou  view  end-  the  most  conservative  of  the  way  between  us  and 
times  prophecy  conservatives,  who  believe  said  Carey  Newmai 
in  the  Bible.  every  word  of  the  Bible  must  be  gelical  New  Testam 
"Israel  is  understood  literally.  who  rejects  disperu 

>  God's  time  The  name  premillennial  "The  Apostle  Paul  said  nothing  la; 

clock,"  comes  from  this  group's  asser-  stood  in  the  way  between  the  ac 

prophecy  tion  that  in  the  end-times  return  of  Jesus  and  him." 

*  author  Tim  Christ  will  return  to  earth  to  set  Newman  notes  premillenni- 
LaHaye  up  his  kingdom  for  a  literal  alists,  by  attempting  to  predict 
told  a  1,000-year  period  during  which  what  certain  "signs  mean,  fall 
^recent  Old  Testament  prophecies  will  into  a  trap  the  Bible  warns 
breakfast  be  fulfilled  on  earth.  Christians  against.  "Scripture 

gathering  Dispensationalists  see  seven  warns  of  this  very  sort  of  spe- 
-  sponsored  distinct  epochs  or  dispensa-  cific  prognostication,"  he  said, 

by  the  Israeli  tions  of  time  described  in  the  "Even  the  risen  Jesus  in  the 

Ministry  of  Bible,  starting  with  a  time  of  book  of  Acts  warns  against  it." 

Tourism.  innocence  and  ending  with  a  Also,  premillenniaTists  assert 

LaHaye,  a  time  of  Christ's  kingdom  on  that 

ist  author  and  earth.  According  to  this  per-  people  in  the  end  times,  a  literal 
i  considered  one  spective,  the  current  epoch  is  reading  of  Romans  11:26,  which 
advocates  of  an  tne  period  of  grace,  sometimes  says  "all  Israel  will  be  saved." 
ilogy  known  as  called  the  church  age.  The  danger  other  Christians 

dispensational-  Premillennial  dispensation-  see  with  this  view,  Newman 
■standing  Israel's  alists  place  a  high  value  on  said,  is  that  it  sets  up  more  than 
/  to  understand-  numbers  and  patterns.  Thus  one  way  to  salvation.  "This 
phecy.  they  find  significance  in  the  perspective  leads  one  ultimate- 

:tive,  though  at  modem  state  of  Israel's  50th  ly  to  affirm  two  paths  of  salva- 
nost  Christian  anniversary  as  representing  the  tion,  one  for  Jews  and  one  for 
lared  by  many  "year  of  jubilee'^  described  in  Christians.  Christians 
lists  who  feel  a  the  Bible.  The  Old  Testament  saved  by  faith  in  Jesus;  Jews 
ive  to  advocate  book  of  Leviticus  called  on  ultimately  will  be  saved  by 
ancient  Israelites  to  observe  a  simply  being  Jews." 

:>n  of  the  modem  "sabbath"  by  refraining  from  "1  think  Paul  argues  other-  am 

5n  May  14, 1948,  planting  crops  every  seventh  wise,  as  do  other  New 
»st  sign  of  our  year  in  the  Promised  Land  and  Testament  authors,"  he  contin- 
David  Sudlow,  a  special  "jubilee"  after  seven  ued.  "The  whole  world  will  be 
istians  for  Israel,  sabbaths,  in  which  land  that  judged  through  Jesus  Christ  Beach,  Fla 
group  based  in  had  been  sold  was 
,.  to  be  returned  to  its 

s  "continuing  to  original  owners  and 
vs  from  the  four  slaves  released. 

;arth"  is  a  sign  of  Premillennial  dis- 
nt  of  biblical  pensationalists  also 
low  said.  are  especially  inter- 

zekiel  39  as  an  ested  in  so-called 
is:  "When  I  have  "signs  of  the  times," 
back  from  the  because  they  believe 
have  gathered  certain  Ola  Testa- 
countries  of  their  ment  prophecies 
ill  show  mvself  must  be  fulfilled 
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evangelical  Christians.  The  descriptions  are  con- 
>n  to  "The  Meaning  of  the  Millennium,"  edited  by 
id  by  Intervarsity  Press. 

s  most  biblicalprophecy  figuratively  rather  than 
ear  reign  of  Christ  on  the  earth  referenced  in 


ELUDD  WM  ZHGL  YLHDI 


UQ1  ELUDD  WKHQV 
TBKGL  U  EBQ,  UQI  GLMX 
ELUDD  YUDD  LHE  QUNM 


MNNUQOMD,  ZLHYL 
WMHQV  HQGMKSKMGMI 
HE,  VBI  ZHGL  OE. 

NUGGLMZ  BQM: 


GZMQGX-GLKMM 


Clue.Y  =  C 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  week  s 
puzzle:  Luke  One,  Forty-Five. 


every  thought  con¬ 
tinually  wicked." 

That  describes  the 
modem  world  pre¬ 
cisely,  McAteer  said. 
"Even  though  it  is 
sad  all  we  see  today. 
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